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Message from the Chair
The holiday season is in full-swing, and I’m grateful to our 
faculty, trainees and staff as they have continued to provide 
high-quality patient care through every facet of our depart-
ment, innovate and advance neurologic diseases.

Over the past month, we’ve had faculty and trainees in our 
Epilepsy Division and Division of Cerebrovascular Medicine 
participate in the American Epilepsy Society and Society of 
Vascular and Interventional Neurology annual meetings. It 
is amazing to see members of our department present their 
research, lecture and update on progress to society members, all while networking 
and continuing to learn from the brightest minds in their respective fields. 

As a friendly reminder, our department holiday party will take place on Saturday, 
December 17, at the Pittsburgh Golf Club. Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres begin at 
6:30 p.m. and dinner will be served at 7 p.m. This is a 21+ event and a jacket & tie or 
equivalent attire is required. A valet will be provided at the venue.

Please enjoy this edition of Neurology News & Notes, and reach out to your  
colleagues to congratulate them on their successes.

Page B. Pennell, MD, FAES 
Chair and Henry B. Higman Professor of Neurology

Awards
Margie O’Leary Receives Nightingale Award from IOMSN

Margie O’Leary, MSN, RN, MSCN, has been awarded the Nightingale Award from 
the International Organization of Multiple Sclerosis Nurses (IOMSN). The award 
is a special annual project on behalf of IOMSN to recognize the important role that 
nursing professionals play in the lives of multiple sclerosis patients. Each nursng 
professional that receives this award has made a significant contribution to multiple 
sclerosis nursing.

The Nightingale Award is presented with funding support from EMD Serono. With 
the funding from her award, O’Leary and her colleagues had the resources to buy 
materials and rent space to launch a free-to-attend pilot program of clinical educa-
tion, MS-focused lifestyle tips and supportive community for Black women with MS. 
The eight-week program of two-hour weekly modules included one hour of top-
ic-specific education & thirty minutes of exercise and yoga each; topics will included 
overcoming racial challenges within MS care, managing emotional health, healthy 
eating, exercise, community support, and disease and symptom management.
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O’Leary says she was previously inspired by a Department of Neurology Grand 
Rounds presentation on racial disparity in healthcare by Jennings Gyedu, DO. With 
the timing of that presentation and the grant, O’Leary knew it was a project she 
was meant to move forward with. “Young Black women with multiple sclerosis 
have difficulty managing their healthcare for many different reasons… childcare, 
scheduling time off from work, financial challenges, etc.,” says O’Leary. “Everyday, I 
see the lived experience of their struggles and their lack of follow-up in the health-
care system, which makes it harder for them to acquire and maintain the care they 
need.”

The program was free to attend in order to encourage regular participation all 
eight weeks as well as to feel connected to a supportive community that under-
stands the multiple sclerosis journey. To learn more about the 2022 Nightingale 
Awards, please visit IOMSN’s website.

Kirkpatrick Named CNCDP-12 Scholar

Laura Kirkpatrick, MD, an epilepsy fellow within the department of neurology at 
the University of Pittsburgh, has been named a Child Neurologist Career Develop-
ment Program K-12 scholar by the Kennedy Krieger Institute. Dr. Kirkpatrick was 
selected out of a national pool of applicants by NIH.

The Child Neurologist Career Development Program-K12 is meant to fund custom-
ized and exceptional research training for pediatric neurologists or graduates of 
neurodevelopmental disabilities. Dr. Kirkpatrick will receive an intensive, clinically 
relevant, basic and/or patient-oriented three-year research mentorship within 
UPMC and the University of Pittsburgh. Additionally, Dr. Kirkpatrick will have a 
team of national experts in pediatric neurology and neuroscience to provide addi-
tional mentoring and career development as needed.

The award will go into effect in July of 2023, by which time Dr. Kirkpatrick will have 
graduated from her epilepsy fellowship and be a member of the pediatric neurolo-
gy faculty at the University of Pittsburgh. 

Annual Meetings
Society of Vascular and Interventional Neurology (SVIN) 
Annual Meeting, November 16-19
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The department was well-represented at the Society of Vascular and Interventional 
Neurology annual meeting in Los Angeles, California. Faculty & trainees presented 
case studies, lectured on new and upcoming research, networked with vascular 
and interventional neurologists from across the country and much more. 
 

(Left): Raul Nogueira presenting “Final Angiographic, Clinical and Thrombus Compo-
sition Results of 1000 Patients in the EXCELLENT Registry”  
 
(Right): Mohamed F. Doheim, clinical fellow, pitches “Precision Stroke: An Integra-
tive AI Powered Software Supporting Informed Decision Making for Acute Ischemic 
Stroke” as one of four finalists in the SVINnovation Challenge. In addition, Dr. Doheim 
also had two poster presentations.

Kunal Malik, PGY-2 resident, presents “Bailout Technique for Entangled Stentriever 
and Carotid Stent during Tandem Large Vessel Occlusion Therapy”, with Alhamza 
Al-Bayati as a mentor

Bishow Mahat, PGY-3 resident, presents “A Successful Emergent Endovascular Me-
chanical Thrombectomy in an Extensive Deep Cerebral Venous Sinus Thrombosis”

Priya Nidamanuri, PGY-3 resident, presents “Importance of Early Detection and 
Treatment of Traumatic Intracranial Pseudoaneurysms Prior to Decompressive 
Hemicraniectomy”
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(Left): Marcelo Rocha and Elissa Ortolani (left and middle respectively) prepare to 
lecture on “Transcranial Doppler for Vascular and Interventional Neurologists”

(Right): Congratulations to Priyadarshee Patel on getting engaged while at the con-
ference! It must be love on the brain!

American Epilepsy Society, Annual Meeting, December 2-6

The American Epilepsy Society 2022 annual meeting in Nashville, Tennessee, was 
a success for our department! We had several members of our epilepsy division 
attend this national meeting. Over the five days of the meeting there were several 
faculty members and APPs that took part in poster presentations.

Drs. Urban and Bagic with former fellow Ahmed Yassin, MD. Dr. Yassin was second 
contributor on the poster, “Obstructive Sleep Apnea Among Patients with Epilepsy: A 
Cross-Sectional Study From Jordan”
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Laura Kirkpatrick, MD, epilepsy fellow, with her poster “Reproductive Healthcare for 
People with Epilepsy: A Survey of Healthcare Providers”. 

Alexandra Urban, MD, with fellow contributor Vasileios Kokkinos, MD, presenting 
their poster titled “Automatic electrophysiological Seizure Patterns Identification in 
Long-Term Ambulatory Intracranial Recordings via a Deep Learning Model” 

(Left): Yan Yan Xiong, PGY-4 resident, presents her poster “Neuromodulation for man-
agement for Super Refractory Status Epilepticus: A Systemic Review”

(Right): Derrick Barnagian, third-year medical student at the University of Pitts-
burgh, presents his poster “Urgent Surgical interventions for MEdically Refractory 
and Super Refractory Status Epilepticus” 

In addition to having poster presentations, several faculty members took part in 
special interest groups, symposiums and skills workshops.

Page B. Pennell, MD
Susan Spencer Symposium, “Patient-Centered Research: Over A Decade of Impact on Practice”

Page B. Pennell

Anto Bagić
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Anto Bagić, MD, PhD
Special Interest Group, “Manetoencephalography (MEG): from Spikes to Seizures to 

Networks – Magnetoencephalography in Focal Epilepsy”
(His part was titled: “Interictal MEG: 10 Common Evidence-supported  
Indications for MEG in Epilepsy Surgery”)

Thandar Aung, MD, MS 
Clinical Skills Workshop, “Intracranial Electrode Studies”

Patrick Y. Chauvel, MD
Epilepsy Specialist Symposium, “What is a Seizure After All?”
Presentation, “How Do We Define Seizures with Intracerebral Recording in  

Humans?
Special Interest Group Presentation, “Stereoelectroencephalography (sEEG):  

sEEG Methodology Applied to Temporal Lobe Epilepsies” 
(His part was titled: “Network Organization in Temporal Lobe Epilepsies”)

James F. Castellano, MD, PhD
Special Interest Group Presentation, “Status Epilepticus: Focal Status  

Epilepticus – Therapeutic Approach and Response to Therapy”
(His part was titled: “Status Epilepticus: Focal Status Epilepticus - Therapeutic 
Approach and Response to Therapy”)

Milestones & Recognition
John J. Doyle, MD, FAAN, to Retire

After 44 years of practicing neurology, John J. Doyle, MD, FAAN, is officially  
retiring. Dr. Doyle has had a remarkable career at the University of Pittsburgh and 
UPMC, stating in 1978 when he was hired as an assistant professor. He was program 
director of the neurology residency from 2006-2018 and chief of the division of general 
neurology since 2005. 

Throughout his time at the University, Dr. Doyle has proved to be an invaluable asset to 
faculty and trainees alike. Please look out for more information about a virtual celebra-
tion in early 2023 in honor of Dr. Doyle’s career and contributions to our department.

Burton Promoted to Professor

Edward A. Burton, MD, DPhil, FRCP, has been promoted to professor of neurology 
with tenure, effective December 1, 2022. Dr. Burton was an associate professor 
with the department of neurology since 2014; he currently holds the UPMC En-
dowed Chair in Movement Disorders and is also a professor of microbiology and 
molecular genetics.

While he’s thankful to receive the promotion, Dr. Burton says the title doesn’t 
change how he spends his work week in the lab and clinic. “Seeing a patient who 
suffers from Parkison’s disease or progressive supranuclear palsy is sufficient mo-
tivation to be passionate about delivering high-quality healthcare,” says Dr. Burton. 
“The motivation to come back to the lab afterwards is that the treatment for these 
diseases has not changed significantly since I started training three decades ago. 
There are no medicines that cure PD or PSP, slow progression, or reverse the  
 

James F. Castellano

Thandar Aung

Patrick Y. Chauvel
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damage. That drives me to work in the lab - it’s a bonus that studying this biology is 
so fascinating.”

As the principal investigator for a research lab at the Pittsburgh Institute for Neu-
rodegenerative Diseases, Dr. Burton’s research interests focus on understanding 
the molecular pathophysiology of Parkinson’s disease and progressive supranu-
clear palsy, which present common and intractable problems in the movement 
disorders clinic. One of the techniques his research group has pioneered is the 
use of novel zebrafish models. “Genetically engineered zebrafish models and 
high-throughput automated neurophenotyping assays have been a game-changer 
for our work in drug discovery for these diseases. And since larval zebrafish are 
transparent, we can measure biochemical events inside their brains at subcellular 
resolution, using fluorescent reporter proteins and confocal microscopy. More re-
cently, we developed a model that allows us to manipulate mitochondrial respira-
tory chain function in specific neurons of the intact brain, using a clever approach 
called ‘chemoptogenetics’ that was invented by colleagues at CMU. These are pow-
erful technologies for understanding the molecular events underlying PD and PSP 
in the living, intact brain, and they have allowed us to contribute to this field.”

In addition to running a research lab, Burton says that being a mentor and edu-
cating clinical and research trainees is one of the most fulfilling aspects of his job. 
“It’s highly rewarding to teach residents and fellows clinical neurology skills they 
can’t learn from books,” he says, “And helping trainee researchers acquire the skills 
to analyze data, see where the knowledge gaps are, and formulate ideas for future 
experiments, is just as enjoyable.”

Dr. Burton trained in general medicine and neurology at the John Radcliffe Hospi-
tal, Oxford, UK and in movement disorders at the National Hospital for Neurology 
and Neurosurgery, Queen Square, London. He came to UPMC and the University of 
Pittsburgh in 2004 when the opportunity arose to join the newly formed Pitts-
burgh Institute for Neurodegenerative Diseases.

Kaniecki is Co-Editor and Contributor in New Book

Have you ever had a question about headaches? Robert G. Kaniecki, MD, associate 
professor and director of the UPMC Headache Center, is co-editor and contributor in 
Dialogs with Headache Patients, a book comprised of several short discussions with 
experts experiences in headache patient care regarding popular headache topics; it is 
written with a patient-friendly focus in mind.

These discussions provide understandable content in clinical settings and delve into top-
ics such as headache diagnosis and testing, triggers and lifestyle modifiers, and medical 
and non-drug management.

Matthew T. Starr, MD, has been named Director of Telestroke at UPMC! Dr. Starr is 
also the associate director of the UPMC Stroke Institute, director of comprehensive 
stroke services at UPMC Presbyterian & Mercy, director of stroke services at UPMC 
Shadyside and director of the vascular neurology fellowship.

Congratulations to Thandar Aung, MD, MS, who will  be taking on the new role 

of Medical Director of the Epilepsy Surgery Program.



- 8 -

Staff Section

Courney Shaffer, BA, RVT, RDMS, NVS, has successfully passed her exam and is 
now certified as a Neurovascular Specialist (NVS) through the American Society of 
Neuroimaging (ASN).

Rebecca Patterson, CRNP, recently had her senior level project approved by the 
APP Clinical Career Ladder Governing Council. Rebecca provides lectures, teaches 
parts of the UPMC-wide Emergency Neurological Suppost (ENLS) course and goes 
above and beyond in her daily work. Congratulations Rebecca!

Funding & Career Development Opportunities

NOTE: The following funding and development links can also be found on  
www.neurology.pitt.edu/research under the Funding and Career Development tab.  
 
New NIH “FORMS-H” Grant Application Forms and Instructions Coming for 
Due Dates on or after January 25, 2023 
(NOT-OD-22-195) 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-22-195.html

Review of the Accuracy of Grants Information for Fiscal Year 2022 
(NOT-OD-22-194) 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-22-194.html

Notice of Special Interest (NOSI): Research on the Health of Bisexual and 
Bisexual+ People 
(NOT-OD-22-166) 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-22-166.html

Advancing Research to Understand Congenital Malformations (R01 Clinical 
Trial Not Allowed) 
(PAR-22-215) 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-22-215.html

Pediatric Scientist Development Program (PDSP) (K12 Clinical Trial Not 
Allowed) 
(RFA-HD-23-034) 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-HD-23-034.html

Maternal Health Research Centers of Excellence (U54 Clinical Trial Optional) 
(RFA-HD-23-035) 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-HD-23-035.html

Maternal Health Research Centers of Excellence Data Innovation and Coordi-
nating Hub/Resource Center (U24 Clinical Trial Not Allowed) 
(RFA-HD-23-036) 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-HD-23-036.html

Maternal Health Research Centers of Excellence Implementation Science 
Hub/Resource Center (U24 Clinical Trial Optional) 
(RFA-HD-23-037) 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-HD-23-037.html 

 


